
Welcome
At Maastricht University

“Public Health in Europe” or 
“European Public Health”

- which way to go?
25.06.2009 Helmut Brand



Which way to go?

PH in Europe
European
Public Health



Turnout at the European elections 1979-2009

EU Parliament www.elections2009-results.eu





Which Europe do we want?

Europe as a “Free Trade Zone”

or

“United States of Europe”



Public Health in Europe:

Indenpendent Health (Care) systems

Comparing MS

Identifying Best/Good Practice

European Public Health:

What Health (Care) System(s) come up 
from the different European ideas?

Which measures to take (OMC)?



Shaping the Future – European PH Conference

Public Health in Europe:

New Technologies
Mental & Workplace Health
Lifestyle & Environmental Health Determinants
Communicable Diseases

European Public Health:

EU Health Policy Work
Health Care & Health Policy



Rare Diseases
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… the Council adopted a statement on common values and principles in
EU healthcare systems, listing the overarching values of universality, 
access to good quality care, equity and solidarity(1) ...

(1)Council Conclusions on Common Values and Principles in European
Union Health Systems (2006/C146/01)

PRINCIPLE 1: A STRATEGY BASED ON SHARED HEALTH VALUES

WHITE PAPER
Together for Health:
A Strategic Approach for the EU 2008-2013
COM(2007) 630 final



EU Health Strategy

Expanding EU:
growing health gaps Ageing 

Population

Climate Change, Pandemic and 
Bioterrorism Threats

Lifestyle Related Diseases
Migration &

Cross Border
Healthcare

New Technology                  
and Innovation

Globalisation

Citizens want
more

control

EC 2007



Dep. of International Health

• Education
• Research
• Societal Impact



Evaluation Criteria

• Publications
• PhD
• Research-Money
• Societal Impact



The role of the Dep. Of Int. Health in FHML:

“Health Policy – Public Health” is one of the 6 Focus Points:

… Develop a European Competence Center 
for Health Policy Advice …

Translation Aspect: Policy Advice – Think Tank

Valorization: Health Policy Advice

LLL: Develop new structure focussing on continuing education

M. Paul 10.6.09



Department of International Health:

“EU plus x”

Balkan countries

India



Education:

BSc

MSc !!!

LLL

PhD

PBL/ASDL in PH
Erasmus Mundus



Research Topics 

• EU Health Strategy
– Health in All Policies
– X-border care, surveillance, … (EUREGIO II and III)
– Use of Structural Funds (EUREGIO III)
– Health Literacy (HLS-EU)
– „Ethics“ of the Health Strategy/“European PH“

• Public Health in „South East Europe“

• Surveillance Systems (SIDARTHa)

• Life Long Learning
– EUPHA / ASPHER 



Cooperation:

EU Tender on PH workforce:
-WHO observatory, 
-ASPHER
-EUPHA
-EHMA
-IUHPE
-EuroHealthNet

ASPHER: EUPHA:
Exc. Board Strat. Board
LLL LLL
PhD PH workforce



EU Health Strategy as an Agenda for Int. Health

Expanding EU:
growing health gaps Ageing 

Population

Climate Change, Pandemic and 
Bioterrorism Threats

Lifestyle Related Diseases
Migration &

Cross Border
Healthcare

New Technology                  
and Innovation

Globalisation

Citizens want
more

control

White paper on Nutrition
Communication on Alcohol
Tobacco control strategy

Health information and Health Portal
Project HLS-EU

ECDC
SIDARTHa

Interactions with WHO
(e.g. Observatory)
India (SIDARTHa)

PHR SEE

Health Services Initiative
Project EUREGIO II/III

Health investments through Structural Funds etc
Project Euregio II/III

E-Health
Public Health Genomics

PHGEN II/GRaPH-int

Cross-sectoral work
Health in all Policies
“Brussels Office”

EC 2007



Which way to go?

BOTH!


